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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of 
the Examiner the documents listed on the attached Form PTO 1449. This 
Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the 
above-referenced application. 

Copies of the listed documents are attached. Applicants respectfully request 
that the Examiner consider the listed documents and indicate that they were 
considered by making appropriate notations on the attached 1449 form. 
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With respect to the non-English language documents, Applicant submits the 
following remarks: 

1 . DE 94 19 660 U - This document is cited in the priority applications' French 
Search Reports, submitted herewith. 

2. DE 199 54 450 - An abstract of the disclosure of this document can be 
found in the English language Derwent Abstract submitted herewith. 

3. JP 11-332636 - An abstract of the disclosure of this document can be found 
in the English language abstract submitted herewith. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
documents as prior art against any claim in the application and Applicants determine 
that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, 
Applicants reserve the right to present to the U.S. Patent Office the relevant facts 
and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or 
more of the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 
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If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 

charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 



By: <^Jum*AJ ^/ Jm<&A 
Susanne T. Jones 
Reg. No. 44,472 



Date: July 16, 2003 



FINNEGAN 
HENDERSON 
FARABOW 
GARRETT & 
DUNNERLLf 



13001 Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.finnegan.com 



OMB No. 0651-0011 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



Atty. Docket No. 05725.1226-00000 


Application No. UnassighecJ 


Applicant Vincent DE LAFORCADE et al. 


Filing Date Julyl 6, 2003 


Group: Unassigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial* 




Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing Dat 
If Appropriate 




1 


514,290 


Feb. 6, 1894 


Symonds 










2 


1 ,382,586 ^ 


Jun. 21, 1921 


Wilson 








• • 


3 , 


1,413,320 ^ 


Apr. 18, 1922 


Charles 










4 


2,148,966 


Feb. 28, 1939 


Schmidt 










5 


2,222,176 


Nov 19, 1940 


Hickey 










6 


2,446,398 


Aug. 3, 1948 


Wilson 










7 


2,554,866 


May 29, 1951 


McCain et al. 










8 


2,607,355 


Aug. 19, 1952 


Neal et al. 










9 


2,609,821 


Sep. 9, 1952 


Weissberger 










10 


Des. 184,445 


Feb. 17,1959 


Lerner 










11 


Des. 186,350 


Oct 1 3, 1 959 


Lerner et al. 








; 

■ 


12 


3,101,086 


Aug. 20, 1963 


Di Vito 










13 


3 520 311 


Jul 14 1970 


lesersek et al 










14" 


3 961 635 


Jun 8 1976 


Miya 






/ 




15 


3 964 501 


Jun 22 1976 


Matchett 










16 


4,516,591 


May 14, 1985 


Hierholzer 










17 


4,605,026 


Aug. 12, 1986 


Nolin 










18 


4,747,420 


May 31, 1988 


Alaimo 










19 


4,813,439 


Mar. 21, 1989 


Morgan 










20 


4,987,909 


Jan. 29, 1991 


Snyder 










21 


4,993,437 


Feb. 19, 1991 


Kimura et al. 










22 


5,024,243 


Jun. 18, 1991 


Snyder 










23 


5,060,679 ' 


Oct. 29, 1991 


Christopher et al. 










24 


5,337,764 


Aug. 16, 1994 


McKay 










25 


5,551,454 


Sep. 3, 1996 


Goncalves 










26 


5,755,241 


May 26, 1988 


Cheung 









Page 1 of 2 



OMB No. 0651-0011 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



Atty. Docket No. 05725.1226-00000 


Application No. Unassigned 


Applicant Vincent DE LAFORCADE et al. 


Filing Date- Julyl 6, 2003 


Group: Unassigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial* 




Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing Dat 

If Appropriate 




27 


Des. 401,380 


Nov. 17, 1998 


Steen et al. 










28 


5,947,130 


Sep. 7, 1999 


Musum 










29 


6,062,230 


May 16,2000 


Kajgana 










30 


Des. 428,525 


Jul. 18,2000 


Gazzo 










31 


6,112,751 


Sep. 5, 2000 


Bennett 










32 


6,260,557 81 


Jul. 17, 2001 


Yarbrough 










33 


2001/0029960 A1 


Oct. 18, 2001 


Asano 










• FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 
Yes or No 




34 


DE 94 19 660 U 


Feb. 9, 1995 


Germany 






No 




35 


DE 199 54 450 A1 


May 23, 2001 


Germany 






Abstract 




36 


JP 11-332636 


Dec. 7, 1999 


Japan 






Abstract 



















OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




37 


English language Derwent Abstract of DE 199 54 450 A1, May 23, 2001. 1 




-38 


English language abstract of JP 1 1 -332636, Dec. 7, 1 999. 















Examiner 


Date Considered 


*Examiner: 


Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 


Form pto 144? Patent and Trademark Office - U.S. Department of Commerce 



Page 2 of 2 



